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Tremble, warriors of Avantia, for a new
enemy stalks your land|

I am Sanpao, the Pirate King of Makai!
My ship brings me to your shores to claim
an ancient magic more powerful than
any you've encountered before. No one
can stand in my way, especially not that
pathetic boy, Tom, or his friends. Even
Aduro cannot help you this time. My
pirate band will pillage and burn without
mercy, and my Beasts will be more than

a match for any hero in Avantia.

Pirates! Batten down the hatches and
raise the sails. We come to conquer and

destroy!

Sanpao, the Pirate King
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PROLOGUE

“Go, Redwind!”

Hal smiled as his beloved falcon
spread its wings and mounted high
into the air, the bells on its legs
tinkling. The sight of the magnificent
bird soaring over Avantia’s northern
mountains had gladdened Hal’s heart
for years.

Redwing was on majestic form
today. Hal had to narrow his eyes
against the sunlight to pick out the
shape of the falcon swooping in and
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out of the rocky mountain peaks.

“You're the finest bird in all
Avantia,” he said. “And you’re going
to win the annual Northern Avantia
Wing Race - I just know—"

Hal broke off. Redwind had paused
in mid-flight. At first Hal thought the
falcon had spotted some prey on the
mountain slopes, and was preparing
to swoop. But Redwind’s wings were
spread wide, like he was soaring. And
yet, he didn’t make the slightest
movement. It was like he wasn’t a real
bird at all, but a painting on the sky.

Hal raised his arm, in the signal for
his falcon to fly down to him.
“Redwind, here!”

But Redwind didn’t move.

What's going on? Hal asked himself
anxiously.

He was about to call again when
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a fierce gust of wind came out of
nowhere, snatching his breath away.
The gust knocked him to his knees.
Hal struggled against the force of
the gale, which felt like a giant hand
pinning him to the ground. Finally,
he managed to get to his feet, looking
up to see Redwind beating his wings.
Now Hal understood: the magnificent

Hal knocked over by the wind
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bird was trying to fly against the
freak wind, but he couldn’t make
any progress.

As he fought to stand upright,

Hal glimpsed a shimmer of gold
gleaming from behind one of the
rocky mountain tops. An enormous,
lizard-like head appeared just below
the struggling falcon, its scales
dazzling in the sunlight and its wide
jaws gaping open.

The gust of wind seems to be coming
from its mouth, Hal realised. Oh no -
Redwind!

Hal tried calling out a warning to
his falcon, but the wind swallowed
his voice again. He could do nothing
but stare in horror as the Beast’s jaws
snapped shut over his winged friend.

Instantly the hurricane disappeared
as if a giant door had been slammed

12

e



BQ_46Torno_Ins_BQ 18/11/2010 17:04 Page 13

against it. Hal dropped to his knees.
“No!”

Through his tears of distress, Hal
looked up and saw the full form of
the terrible Beast as it emerged from
behind the rocks. Trailing back from
the lizard head was a long dragon’s
body covered in shining golden scales
and a row of spikes running along its
spine. A pair of wings jutted from its
sleek, muscled body, sweeping
strongly down as the creature leaped
into the air to hover over the
topmost peak.

Its claws glittered like diamonds
and dug deep into the rock as the
Beast alighted on a mountain ledge.
Perched on the stony peak, the
monster let out a snort of triumph
and angled its head downwards.

Hal backed away, sensing the
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The beast as it alights on the topmost peak of
the mountain, wings spread. Tiny figure of Hal
far below.
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Beast’s eyes fixed on him, then
turned and ran. Glancing over his
shoulder, he saw the Beast taking to
the air, its mighty talons ripping great
gouges in the mountain as it swooped.
Hal caught the foul reek of its breath
and heard the swish of its wings
cutting the air. His feet pounded the
rough moorland grass, which was so
long he couldn’t see the jutting stone
that tripped him up. He crashed
headlong to the ground. Everything
went dark as the Beast’s shadow fell
over him.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE ROAD NORTH

Tom tugged on Storm’s reins,
drawing his black stallion to a halt,
and pulled out the tree-bark map
from his saddlebag. He and Elenna
had reached the very edge of
Avantia’s Central Plains, and the
Northern Mountains reared up
ahead, their forbidding rocky peaks
outlined against the sky.

Tom unrolled the map and peered
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at the outlines of Avantia’s roads,
rivers and hills, then shook his head.
“The Tree of Being still hasn’t
appeared,” he told Elenna.

Elenna manoeuvred closer on her
white mare, Blizzard, so that she
could lean over and look at the map.

“It’s never taken this long before,”
she said. “We need something to tell
us where to find it. Otherwise...”

Elenna didn’t finish her thought.
She didn’t need to.

Tom rolled up the map and put it
away, trying not to think about what
would happen if Sanpao and his
pirates caught up with them. He and
Elenna needed to get to the Tree of
Being first.

Tom pulled his golden compass out
of his saddlebag. “The needle is still
pointing towards Destiny,” he said.
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“We should press on northwards.”
“If the Tree of Being reappears in
the south or west,” Elenna
murmured anxiously, “we’re in big
trouble. What if it’s wrong?”

“The compass has never steered us
wrong before,” said Tom. Stowing
away the compass, he urged Storm
into a trot. As they moved on, Tom
glanced over his shoulder to see that
the last traces of the forest had
disappeared behind them. He and
Elenna were tired from their battle
with Hecton the Body Snatcher, but
Tom knew that they couldn’t rest yet.
Avantia was still under the gravest
threat it had ever known.

“We have to get to the Tree first,”
Tom muttered to himself. “If Sanpao
the Pirate King gets his hands on it,
he’ll be able to use its powers to raid
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any other land he likes.”

But that wasn’t the only reason why
Tom'’s stomach churned at the thought
of losing the race with the pirates. The
Tree of Being would also open up a
portal to Tavania, where Tom’s
mother, Freya, and Elenna’s pet wolf,
Silver, had been left stranded at the
end of their last Beast Quest.

Getting to the Tree first is our only
chance of rescuing them, Tom thought
grimly. “Sanpao may be clever,” he
said, “but we can out-think him, and
we’ve got the best reason in the
world not to give up.” He touched
the trident that he had won in his
combat against Hecton; he had cut off
the shaft so that it would fit into his
sash. “We have the weapons we
need, too. Nothing can stop us!”

As he finished speaking, a fork of
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blue lightning crackled down from
the sky. Storm reared, striking at the
air with his hooves. Tom had to grip
tightly with his knees to stop himself
being thrown from the saddle.
Blizzard let out a high-pitched
whinny and stepped sideways, her
hooves slipping on the stones. Elenna
leaned forward, patting the nervous
mare’s neck soothingly.

Tom was still tugging hard on
Storm’s reins when the crack of
lightning expanded into a shimmering
blue globe, with the figure of Wizard
Aduro inside it. His form was faint;
Tom could still see the outline of the
mountains through it.

“Aduro!” Tom glanced at Elenna.
“Do you think Sanpao has sent him?”
he asked her quietly.

“I don’t know.” Elenna’s voice was
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sharp with suspicion. “But we
shouldn’t trust him.”

Before Tom and Elenna set out,
Sanpao had put the Good Wizard
under an evil spell. During the last
stage of their Quest, Aduro had
managed to send a faint message to
Tom that showed he was fighting
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with all his strength against the dark
magic. Tom hoped that Aduro was
sending another message now, to
prove that Sanpao’s hold on him was
beginning to weaken.

Tom'’s hope died as he saw the cold
sneer on Aduro’s face and the
malicious glimmer in his eyes.

“Why don't you just turn back?” the
Wizard asked, his voice an
unrecognisable snarl. “What hope do
you have of taking on so many pirates?”

“We’ve vanquished tougher
enemies than Sanpao,” Tom told him,
trying to sound strong.

“It takes more than cutlasses to
frighten us,” Elenna added.

Aduro snorted in contempt. “Your
luck is soon going to run out.”

For a moment Tom couldn’t find
the words to reply. Aduro had never
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sounded as hostile as this, even when
he first fell victim to Sanpao’s magic.

“I hope the real Aduro can hear
me,” he began, keeping his voice
calm. “Don’t worry — while there’s
blood in my veins, I shan’t rest until
you're set free.”

Aduro let out a wordless growl and
vanished, leaving behind a wisp of
blue light that quickly faded.

“Strange,” Elenna said, a faint
frown furrowing her brows. “All
Aduro did was to spout a few empty
threats. What was it all about?”

Tom shrugged. “Sanpao is up to
something. I'm going to check the
map again.”

He delved into his saddlebag and
produced the thin bark scroll. A rush
of relief filled him as he looked it
over. “Now I understand!” he
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exclaimed, pointing at the map.

With Elenna leaning over to look at
the outline traced on the bark, Tom
studied the tiny picture of the Tree
of Being that had finally returned,
sprouting among the topmost peaks
of the Northern Mountains.

“Sanpao can’t land his ship among
all the rocks and outcrops, can he?”
he asked, feeling a grin spread over
his face. “He knows we’ll beat him to
the Tree, so he sent Aduro to scare us
off.”

“Well, it didn’t work!” Elenna said.

Tom dug his heels into Storm’s side,
spurring the stallion into a gallop.
Elenna and Blizzard raced along at
his shoulder. As the wind blew
through his hair, Tom felt a surge of
new energy. Maybe this Beast Quest is
turning in our favour at last!

25

e



BQ_46Torno_Ins_BQ 18/11/2010 17:04 Page 26




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




